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INTRODUCTION 

In response to the Office Action mailed on June 22, 2005 , Applicant elects claims of Group 
1 (claims 1-15), with traverse. 

4 

The Office Action states that "the process for using the product as claimed can be practiced 
with another materially different product, such as phosphoric acid." Claim 1 6 (directed to the process) 
requires an aqueous solution of one or more complexing agents (as also required by claims 1 and 1 0). In 
addition, claim 1 6 requires a selectivity of removal of the metal oxide layer with respect to metal layers of 
at least 10 to 1. As stated at page 3, lines 18-21, "conventional wet etchants for alumina such as... 
concentrated acids and concentrated bases, all have poor selectivity between alumina and transition 
metals." Thus, the stated basis for restriction is not supported in the record. 
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In conclusion, the Group 1 claims are elected, with traverse in response to the Restriction 
Requirement. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement, and examination and 
allowance of all claims pending in the application are requested. 
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